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This is the story of "Lame Paw" th e Out law, &5 told by 

L1' .. ;.ndr",\',' ?rice in the 1926 Blue .cook . Five years ago "Lame 

stepped into a steel 'trap anel left e toe 'to show who bad 

been there and the 'toe \'165 hung up end after that "the big 

track registered the ideot ! ty at' the animal. 
Be had been 

maki ng his home on Gibson 's Knob . 
Th is 1s not the highest 

peak in thes e mountains but it is well up ill the forty odd 

hundr ed fee t end in 6. nay 1 t i s one or the mos t spectacular 

features of the landscape. 
It has been cleared on the top 

and forms a long mound Covered with blue gr ass . 
The mount-

ain 1s' encircled on every side by fine blue grass rarms and 1 t 

is the , center 
I 

Virginia. 

. 

of' one_at the finest grazing countrlLes in ~'est 
~ 

c ounty roads enclose it. 
S tarting a t Edray and rol-

lOWing the pike to Linwood, and turning there and traversing 

the road to Clover Creek and thence to Poage I 5 Lane a nd \','arwlc.k 

Bnd ba c: k to Sdray you trave l a Circle of' thirty- three miles . 

I bave t ried to ge t a list of' t he men who made UP the 

hunt t hat day after Lame Pew , and I talKed to some Who were 

in it, and was to ld of twelv e men l:lnd twelve bounds that mede 
up the hUne. 

In addition to tha t every men on ev a ry side of' 

Gibson ' s Mob bad a bear load in his gun and was ready to :fire . 

1'he ti/e lve 1 li st ed were ; Charles Sheets , James Gi bseD 

• RObert Gibson , Willie Gibson , Dallas Taoy . Mother Tacy. Do c 

"You ... ~_. 

• 



- 2 -

Gibson , ir . ' . ::> U E Poaoe , Ross 1iamrick , Carl Gibson, French Hoover. 

.\dJed la ter: Henr y S i mmons , .r.mos rlooddel l, El me r Hannah and 

Roscoe Bennett, s i xteen in all . 

Of the twelve bounds, two we re heroes,IIRoamy", belong­

ing to Jame s Gibson, Bnd "Liner", bel ong ing to Dallas Tacy. 

Th e standers were place d and the hounds tal:en to the top 

of Gibson ' s Knob, and there in th e bear wallow was fresh sign 

of the bear . The. hound s ".ere l oosed and wi th i n a hundred 

and fifty yards they jumped the big bear and another from 

the ir beds in a .;ind ,shake Fall, near a l auxel patch . Lame 

Pew ' s compani on in crime lit out from t h ere a s fa s t es he 
could l ay foo t t o the ground and took wi th him ten bounds , 
and so far es is known is going yet . It was a part of tue 
cunning of the anC ient bee r, no doubt, to have a young r ac-
ing bear henG.y to draw off such dangers a s th is . 

But rto&my and Liner had been c onfer r ing Over the ma t ter 

and th ey knew very well the smal l bear was not the object 

of the bunt ~ 
I f it bEl d not been fo r these Wise dogs , th e 

whole pack ""'ou ld ha v e been drawn a \7sy afte r the subservient 

bear thl:1 t Lame Paw kept f or the purpose and Lame Paw would 

have been left with his llead on his paws brOoding OVer the 

endless expanse t hat sur r ounded his h i g h lookout . 

But Roamy and Liner prodded him out . 
Lau:.e Pa w \'. as too 

old and fe t to enjoy running but ~.e dec ided 'tha t h e r.ould hav e 

to we ddle his finest if he go t to Gaul e l~ •.. ountain Eind fll';'ay !' 

I'rom the do s J ne n e nd Guns . 
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r.e could no t do anything wi th the l l Qunds . One good 

swipe of his paw would crush a hound, but the hounds side-

stepped and kept out of the way. l 'hey also kept him from 

fleeing r apidl y. One hung on one flank of the bi g bear 

and one on th e other . Each dog picked the hind l eg tha t he 

was to c hew and paid attention to 1 t . \~hen Roamy bit th e l eg 

assigned to him, t he bear would stop and cuff him off, and 

Liner would then fasten on the l eg l eft expose~ and the big 

brute Via s much barried and distressed . 

The hounds in the meantime were g1 ving tongue end l et-

tlng the bunter s know the way the game was taking . The bear 

circled and ran about two mi les un t i l he made his l ast stand 

~~e rough gr ound on the sout h s i de of Russell Hannah's 

farm, near the passway t owar ds Sl aty For k . 

The cbase carne near the pl ace where ua ma s Gi bson and 

Charl es were standing, and the hunters, who were close to­

gether , both started to run to the hounds , ror they could 

t el l tha t the bunt bad passed them and that the bear Vias at 

bay fighting tbe bounds . The t wo hunters ran in company a 

mile or more but there wa s this differenoe: James Gibson 

was sixty- ei ght years old , a nd after the !'irst mile l'ound 

tha t his age somewha t affected him though stil l sound in 

Wind Bnd limb. Char l es Sheets wa s in ni s twentie s end did 

not mind how far he hed to r UD. Seeing l.:r. Gi bson s low up 

in the f oot race . Mr • .::ibeets s lowed up also and sa id tha t be 

Would wait and go on wi tb Mr . Gibson at a slower pace . Mr . 
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th t it wa s so important to get that bear. vlbson to ld him a 

for hi m to go o n where t he bear was raising the devil wi th 

the hounds, s nd so Mr. Sheets Ca.m6 to the bear. 

Lame Paw, twe l ve inches between the ears, wes trying 

to put his paw on the dog, and when the paw came down the 

dog was elsewhere. Sheets bad the following equipment: 

A Winchester repeating sbo t gun, with shell loaded with an 

ounce ball. It seems that of l ate years, the man who ca1'-

ries a twelve guage shotgun that uses shells, eaoh conta in­

ing en ounce of small shot, may buy at the bardware st:> res 

shells in whi ch each bas an ounce ball and this ball cart-----., 
ridg~y.'h en shot from sBeh a shotgun has about the same ra nge 

as tlie old time moll1l'tlf'1n rifle, and it 1s very effective ., 
-. 

a mmunition fo r deer an~ bears. 

The bear and dogs were fussing a round in a grown up 

hacki ng and Sheets was ab le to shoot Lame Paw twice before the 

barrassed bear knew that t hat bis enemy was on bim. One of 

the balls went through the body near t he heart a nd the other 

entered near the backbone and r anged back to the ham. The 

bea r then went on and the dog s showed t he ir perfect team work. 

each tug~.; ing at a ham and dodging and coming agal.n . 

Sheets followed but for a time it wa s no t Possible to 

shoo t on account of ,the presence of the hounds and Sheets, 

having plenty of speed, ran a round the bear and took his po­

Sit i on on a r ocky place in a cleft in the cliffs whe re the 

bear mus t pas s . And out of the brush th e big br ut& 9ame_~ 

·'You Inea n !jel.l.li , \..11'<:1 .0. .... 0 ___ _ 
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and as 1 t happene d, he go t r1d at the dog s for the t lme belng. 

Now 8. bear being the wisest and mo st timid ot anime.ls 

where man 1s conce r ned, will not come in shouting distance it 

be CBD he l p it, but when cornered or attac~ed there 1s DO an-

l mal as dangerous and as hard to stop with a ball . In th1s 

CBse the bear, despera tely wounded but with a ll his power left, 

made directly at t he hunter as fast as he could lay his feet 

to the ground, and the hunter refusing to be e consenting 

perty to his own destruc t i on , i n the space of a f r act ion o f a 

second took aim and s ho t Lame Paw square between the eyes, 

end the big hunt WBS over. 

- On being examined- the worn coodi tiOD of the teeth 1n-
-

dicatea-an ol d bear.----rt was as fat as fat co ul d be and the 

.' meat was good to tho se who li ke bea r meat. Ow1ng to the late 

spring the hide wa s in perfect condition, the hair being long, 

thick , . black and gl ossy . 

The bear was t hought to have we1ghed about five hundred 

pounds , Bnd was the second l argest bee r that hsd been kil led on 

the waters of Elk , and t ha t was saying a good deal for t he re 

have been hundreds if not thousands of beers ki lled in tho se 

fine beer grounds. 

- Th e l argest bear was 

Bnd was the famous ~illiams 

fourteen inches between the ears , 
River sheep killing bear, k111ed 

Elk in 1910 by Samuel Gibson . He was gener all y refer r ed to 

as th~ "Old He llion", and he d 0 ~lk n l use D l!,; :l ver and rli lilams 

on 

River for years and actually put some farmers out of the she ep 

bU .:> i ness . 
"You meuu ............. __ • 


